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November 25, 2002

Mr. Robert Fung, Chair

Toronto Waterfront Revitalization Corporation

207 Queen’s Quay West

Suite 822

Toronto, Ontario

M5J 1A7

Dear Sir:

RE:
TWRC’S DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND BUSINESS STRATEGY

The Waterfront Regeneration Trust appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on your recently released document – “The Development Plan and Business Strategy for the Revitalization of the Toronto Waterfront”.  

As you are aware, the Waterfront Regeneration Trust and our predecessor organization The Royal Commission on the Future of the Toronto Waterfront, carried out considerable research and consultation regarding the future of the Toronto waterfront; in addition the scope of our work extended to include the entire Greater Toronto bioregion.  The Waterfront Regeneration Trust has evolved into a not for profit charity and our prime focus now is on the ‘completion, marketing and promotion of the Lake Ontario Waterfront Trail and Greenway’ from Niagara-on-the-Lake to Gananoque.  It is within this context and focus that the following comments are provided. 

Our specific comments on the Strategy are as follows:

· Page 9 – Tourism.  This is a common goal of all of the communities along the Canadian shores of Lake Ontario, and there are examples of increases in tourism as a result of investment in waterfront regeneration.  The completion of the Lake Ontario Waterfront Trail from Niagara-on-the-Lake to Gananoque (with a probable eastern extension to Brockville) will provide synergy to the tourism goals of all of the Lake Ontario waterfront communities;

The Lake Ontario Waterfront Trail should be actively promoted in Toronto by installing new signage that bears the Trail’s logo and clearly indicates Toronto’s waterfront is part of a unique provincial trail system connecting communities from NOTL to Brockville. 

· Page 10 – Building a Better City – the four major goals align closely with the nine waterfront principles that resulted from the extensive public consultation carried out by The Royal Commission on the Future of the Toronto Waterfront;

· Page 10 – Access to the Lake – we support the commitment to a continuous band of green along or near the water’s edge not only in the Central Waterfront but along the entire Toronto Waterfront.  We note that $25 M has been budgeted for strategic waterfront projects outside of the Central Waterfront, and that you are considering projects on the Mimico and Port Union waterfronts.  We are familiar with both of these projects – they represent, strategic and important linkages to the Central Toronto waterfront and we urge the TWRC to provide the necessary funding for these initiatives.  In addition, we recommend that the TWRC use this allocation to support and fund the pedestrian and bike linkage along the Scarborough waterfront.

The TWRC should employ and implement designs that enhance public access to the waterfront and create inviting gateways that encourage and facilitates the public’s movement and enjoyment of the waterfront.

In addition to completing the greenway along the waterfront, we also support the need to provide a system of pedestrian and bike connections to the communities north of the waterfront.

· Page 11 – Public Transit – a system of well connected and designed pedestrian and bike paths can also be considered as a mode of transportation for new waterfront residents.  The TWRC should consider trail designs that maximize four season use;

· Page 11 – Good Civic Stewardship – the TWRC can look to other communities along the Lake Ontario waterfront for examples of good civic stewardship; and in time, this can be reciprocated by the work of the TWRC on the Toronto waterfront;

· Page 12 – Public Participation in City Building – to have successful implementation will require sincere public input and engagement; and finally

· Page 15 - Mission – suggest an addition to the Mission that explicitly confirms the TWRC’s commitment to a cleaner, healthier waterfront.

The Waterfront Regeneration Trust looks forward to working with the three levels of government, through the Toronto Waterfront Revitalization Corporation, to regenerate the Toronto Lake Ontario waterfront.

Yours truly,

Vicki Barron

Executive Director 

Waterfront Regeneration Trust

372 Richmond Street West

Suite 308, Box 8

Toronto, Ontario

M5V1X6

CC:
Councillor Irene Jones


Councillor Ron Moeser


Councillor David Soknacki


Councillor Brian Ashton


Rob Berry, City of Toronto


Jamie Maxwell, City of Toronto


C. Mather, TRCA


L. Field, TRCA

