March 20, 2003

Ms. Mary Deanne Shears

Managing Editor

Toronto Star 

1 Yonge Street

Toronto, Ontario

M5E 1E6

RE:  LAKE ONTARIO WATERFRONT TRAIL & GREENWAY

The Waterfront Regeneration Trust and our partner municipalities and conservation authorities would like to acknowledge and thank the Toronto Star for its ongoing support of the Lake Ontario Waterfront Trail and Greenway.

It was a year ago this month that we met your Ontario reporter, Kate Harries to review with her our application for federal and provincial funding under the SuperBuild/Canada-Ontario Infrastructure Program.  The application was on behalf of 27 partner municipalities, conservation authorities and community groups to carry out further work on the regeneration of the Canadian shores of Lake Ontario.  Kate wrote a wonderful article ‘Projects tread water while waiting for funds’, which was published on March 15, 2002.  This article reviewed our application and allowed your extensive readership to get a glimpse of the waterfront improvements that would take place if our application were successful.  

Kate followed up this article with an ‘end to end’ Trail trip by bicycle

this past summer.  Our trip took us along the entire Canadian shores of Lake Ontario, traveling the 740 kms of Trail from Niagara-on-the-Lake to Brockville.  Kate chronicled our adventures with 6 monthly feature articles from May to October.  Kate was a wonderful companion on this trip – she combined an athletic feat with her great talent for reporting the adventures along the way.  We were always amazed with Kate’s articles and how well they represented our journey. Her articles inspired new visitors to explore the Trail, and allowed people not able to get to the Trail to enjoy the experience right in their own homes.  We were able to measure this increased interest in the Trail by our web site, which received an average of 189,625 hits per month during the Toronto Star series, which compared with our usual hits of just under 60,000 per month.

Your latest coverage of the Lake Ontario Waterfront Trail and Greenway was Kate’s article announcing that our application had been successful - ‘Communities applaud cash for waterfront development’, published on March 5, 2003.  The combined federal and provincial grants of $9.2M total, along with an incredible $23M contribution by local communities, conservation authorities and community groups, begins a new phase of regeneration of the Lake Ontario waterfront; which is a significant national and provincial resource that serves over 6 million people.

We owe a debt of gratitude to the Toronto Star and its editors and Kate in particular for exposing the citizens of southern Ontario to their “Great Lake’ and the opportunities offered to them by the Lake Ontario Waterfront Trail - for recreation, solitude, adventure and tourism.

We hope that your paper will continue to cover the regeneration of the Trail and Greenway so that people can keep current on what’s new and exciting along the Lake Ontario waterfront.

Our sincere thanks,

Vicki Barron

Executive Director

Waterfront Regeneration Trust
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